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Riley Grant Will Assist Child Abuse Victims in Marshall County
MONTGOMERY— Victims of child abuse in Marshall County will continue to have a safe place to turn thanks to a $100,718 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The Marshall County Child Advocacy Center will use the grant to help victims and family members not involved in the abuse by providing services during the investigation and prosecution of cases. 
“Victims of abuse deserve access to professional and compassionate assistance,” Riley said. “I commend the Children’s Advocacy Center for the vital services it provides to help victims recover from the trauma of abuse.” 
The center involves social workers, law enforcement officials and counselors in a combined effort to provide support and long-term assistance to victims.  Interviews are conducted in a nonthreatening, child-friendly environment and counseling is provided to assist the child and family members in recovering from abuse.

A family advocate helps victims and their families by explaining the services offered and by answering questions regarding the status of cases.

In 2004, center staff held 841 counseling sessions for 187 children and conducted 103 interviews. Officials estimate that about 250 victims will receive assistance in 2006.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 

Riley informed Kathleen Rice, the center’s board president, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $25,179 will supplement the grant.
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